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Father Acklin presents a book for anyone seeking
to understand the history, foundation, and role of

The

UNCHANGING the priesthood in the Catholic Church.
PRIESTHOOD “Father Acklin dispels many of the great clouds of confusion that have

gathered about the priesthood. And he does this in the most effective
way: by revisiting the biblical foundations of Holy Orders, in both the

Old and New Testaments.
—Scott Hahn, Ph.D.
Franciscan Universitv of Steubenville

February 10, 2006, STEUBENVILLE, OH— In The Unchanging Heart of the Priesthood, Father
Acklin refutes modern misconceptions and false understandings of the priesthood, while
uncovering the beauty, strength, and hope that is found in God’s plan.

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Harrisburg, PA praises Unchanging Heart as a refreshingly
different solution to the current attacks on the priesthood: “In refreshing contrast to recent
trends which seek to redefine the Catholic priesthood and to lessen its evangelical demands,
Father Thomas Acklin, OSB, proposes a solution to the present-day crisis which is both
traditional and radical: entrance into the unchanging heart of Christ.

“Father Acklin’s analysis of present-day challenges to authentic priestly life and ministry is
based on solid scriptural and Christian anthropological foundations, and is reflective of the
great insights of Pope John Paul Il. . . . A true understanding and appreciation of the
unchanging heart of the priesthood as a manifestation of the self-giving life and ministry of
Christ the Servant and Priest will attract priestly vocations, help priestly renewal, and
ultimately invigorate the Church.”

Father Thomas Acklin, a Benedictine monk, first professed vows in 1976 at Saint Vincent
Archabbey in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. He was ordained a priest in 1980 and studied theology
and psychology of religion at the Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium, where he earned
an STD (Doctorate of Sacred Theology). He undertook psychoanalytic training at the Belgian
School of Psychoanalysis and graduated from the Pittsburgh Psychoanalytic Institute. Father
Acklin then served as master of junior-professed monks for four years and as president-rector
of Saint Vincent Seminary for twelve years. Currently, Father Acklin is professor of theology
and psychology at Saint Vincent College and Saint Vincent Seminary, where he has taught
since 1976, and is a faculty member of the Pittsburgh Psychoanalytic Institute and Foundation.

Now available in Catholic bookstores nationwide.
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