
“Father Ronald Lawler was one of the greatest
priests I ever met. He radiated joy, the joy of a child
of God who wanted to share with others his love of
Christ and neighbor and of Christ’s Church. He
knew that the Church’s teaching was a liberating
truth, and he devoted all his energy to helping others
realize this.”

—WILLIAM E. MAY

Michael J. McGivney Professor of Moral Theology
John Paul II Institute for Studies on 

Marriage and Family

“The good influence that Father Ronald had on so
many Capuchins and diocesan priests cannot be
exaggerated. His brilliant mind, Herculean capaci-
ty to work, his boundless love for Jesus Christ and
the Catholic Church and the Catholic priesthood
have made an indelible mark on our lives.”

—ARCHBISHOP SEÁN P. O’MALLEY, BOSTON

“I don’t know that anyone has had a more positive
effect on my own life and thinking than Father
Ronald. Father Ronald is a pillar and foundation
for me and so many others, a pillar of integrity,
strength, virtue, consistency and fidelity. He also
embodies Franciscan simplicity and humility in an
extraordinary way.”

—ARCHBISHOP CHARLES CHAPUT, DENVER

Father Ronald Lawler, O.F.M. Cap. (1926-2003), was a priest, teacher, author, the-
ologian, catechist, spiritual advisor, and mentor, who lived the great life of faith and
encouraged others to join him in loving Christ and His Church. In The Great Life,

those who knew and loved Father Lawler honor him by continuing his work of presenting
the Faith in its fullness and beauty. This collection of essays is not only an invitation to know
the Faith, but also to love, live, and teach it from the heart of the Church.
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